
INRE:

BEFORE

THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION OF
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DOCKET NO. 2012-168-E- ORDER NO. 2012-401

MAY 16, 2012

Application of Duke Energy Carolinas, LLC

for Approval of a Tariff Covering a New

Residential Efficiency Program - Residential

Neighborhood Program

) ORDER APPROVING

) TARIFF FORNEW

) RESIDENTIAL

) NEIGHBORHOOD

) PROGRAM

This matter comes before the Public Service Commission of South Carolina

("Commission") on the request of Duke Energy Carolinas, LLC ("Duke" or "the

Company") for approval of a Tariff for the Company's new Residential Neighborhood

Program ("the Program"). Duke states that, through this program, the Company will help

residential customers in qualified low-income neighborhoods reduce energy consumption

by performing energy assessments and installing, at no charge, the energy saving

measures identified by the assessment.

The Office of Regulatory Staff has no objection to the proposal. The Southern

Alliance for Clean Energy ("SACE"), in commenting on the proposed Tariff, asserts that

a common issue with low-income programs is that utility program contractors are unable

to install efficiency measures where additional work is required to comply with safety

codes.

South Carolina Code Annotated Section 58-27-870 (F) (Supp. 2011) states that

this Commission may allow rates or tariffs to be put into effect without notice and

hearing when such rates or tariffs do not require a determination of the entire rate
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structureand overall rateof return,or whenthe ratesor tariffs donot result in any rate

increaseto theelectricalutility. We believethatthetariff in questionin this casefits into

bothcategories.Accordingly,wehold thatnonoticeor hearingis necessaryin this case.

We haveexaminedthis matterandapprovethe tariff asfiled, in that we believe

theprogramis usefulto the public. In examiningthe point raisedby SACE,we believe

that coordinationof efficiency measuresand safetycode assistancemay be appropriate

for the purposesof this programif it canbe accomplishedwith little or no increasein

costs. Therefore, this Commission requests that Duke consider the SACE's

recommendationto coordinatewith low-incomeassistanceagenciesthat work to bring

homes into compliancewith safety codes. However, this shouldnot in any way be

construedto meanthat Duke hasany responsibilitybeyondthe customermeter. The

customeris responsiblefor wiring beyondthe meter. This bright line of responsibilityis

unchangedby anysuggestionsherein.

The Companyshould file the final tariff in the Commission'selectronic tariff

compendium,if it hasnot alreadydoneso.
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This Order shall remain in full force

Commission.

BY ORDEROF THE COMMISSION:

and effect until further order of the

ATTEST:

Davi-'f'_. Wr"Wg'_,l:_'_ceC'hair_an "

(SEAL)


